
New Hope-Solebury School District 
Curriculum Advisory Committee  

Thursday, December 11, 2014 
High School Library—6PM 

 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Review and approval of the Combined CAC and SEC Meeting from September 30th 
 

III. Old Business Updates—(approximately 10-15 minutes) 
a. Review members of the Curriculum Advisory Committee 
b. Update on Initiatives (Mr. Yanni) 

i. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
ii. Elementary Standards-Aligned Report Card (SARC) 

iii. New Elementary Literacy Programming 
iv. Elementary Math Sequences 

 
IV. New Business 

a. Updates on subject area programming and curriculum revisions—(approximately 
30-45 minutes) 

i. Updates on math programming and curriculum revisions (Mr. Loving) 
ii. Updates on science programming and curriculum revisions (Mrs. Redfield) 

iii. Updates on RELA programming and curriculum revisions (Mrs. Gomez) 
iv. Updates on technology, including cyber and 1:1 (Ms. Lynch) 
v. Updates on the grading practices in grades 6-12 (Mr. Yanni) 

vi. Updates on PA Core Standards (Mr. Yanni) 
 

b. Miscellaneous New Business Items—(approximately 10-15 minutes) 
i. Course Override Policy (Mr. Yanni) 

ii. Professional Development  (Mr. Yanni) 
iii. Feedback from Parents/Guardians (Mr. Yanni) 

 
V. Public Comment 

 
VI. Announcement of Next Meeting—Tuesday, March 24, 2015, 6:30PM, District Office 

Conference Room 
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

 

 

 



New Hope-Solebury School District 
Combined Curriculum Advisory and Special Ed Meeting Minutes 

September 30, 2014 

Board Members Present: Tracy Keyes and Adrienne Deussing (chairs) 

Administrative Staff Present: Steve Yanni, Dr. Cortellessa, Mr. Silver 

CAC Committee Members Present: Michelle Cosner, Stephanie Marrone, Amanda Lynch, Suzanne 
Redfield, June Gomez, Nancy Rachlin 

SEC Committee Members Present: Dr. Jen Wind, Patty Reidy, Nancy Lawson 

Approximately 20 members of the public 

 

I. Call to Order at 6:00 p.m. by Tracy Keyes 
 

II. Approval of Curriculum Advisory Minute 
a. After a minor changes made to the minutes, a  motion was made by Polly Wood and 

second by Adrienne Deussing to approve the minutes 
 

III. Approval of Special Education Minutes 
a. A motion was made by Nancy Lawson and second by Dr. Wind to approve the 

minutes 
 

IV. Old Business 
a. Review of instructional initiatives for the 2014-2015 school year was given by Steve 

Yanni: the district is in the midst of MAP assessments.  Assessments are complete at 
the UES and MS, the HS is in progress and the LES is almost complete.  It has been a 
combined effort of all involved to close assessments by the following week.  After 
the closing of the first round of assessments, parents will receive an update. 
K-12 writing initiative Being a Writer is taking shape.  All students, Regular Ed, 
Gifted and Special Ed are involved in the writing.  The goal is to develop and sustain 
a cohesive writing program that runs K-12.  Professional Development for Being a 
Writer and Collins writing is coming as well.   
At the elementary level, Reading by Design has rolled out.  Professional 
Development was not as focused as we would have liked, but it’s a developmental 
program good for all children with a strong focus of reading at their skill level. 
MS and HS- the district is in the process of evaluating our languages program, 
assessing our Social Studies curriculum, and developing more engaging Science 
electives.  All of these goal will align with Standards.  
 

b. Goals for the 2014-2015 school year: Mr. Yanni began by introducing Mrs. Suzanne 
Redfield as our new Science Leader.  Goals for this year include: customized 
education to cover all our students and increased planning time at both the UES and 
LES.  It also includes our continuing efforts to work on the comprehensive plan: 



creating working committees to allow teachers to meet in common format and 
examine instruction.  

 

V. New Business 
a. Developing an Instructional Committee of the Board: Mr. Yanni, Mrs. Deussing and 

Mrs. Keyes expressed their desire to combine the Curriculum Advisory and Special 
Education Committees to form the Instructional Committee of the Board.  Mr. Yanni 
gave a description of what the Instructional Committee will entail, including 
combining efforts in the areas of instruction, teaching, learning, and professional 
development for all students K-12 in all areas with our district: special education, 
regular education and gifted education.    

b. Approval of members of the Instructional Committee of the Board:  Mr. Yanni passed 
out a sign-up sheet for members of both committees and the public to see who 
would be interested in sitting on the Board of the new Instructional Committee. A 
list of the committee members will be presented at the October 20th School Board 
Meeting for approval from the board along with approval to combine the 
Committees going forward.   

c. Updates from the gifted working committee: Mr. Yanni gave an update on the gifted 
committee that has been working on best practices and research into gifted 
education. He also touched upon assessments of second graders for gifted.  All 
recommendations that come from the Committee with run through the Curriculum 
Committee and Finance Committee in time for the 2015-2016 budget.  Michele 
Cosner expressed that Back to School night was really great at the high school.  
There was a great deal of excitement, especially due to the 1:1 initiative.  Mr. Yanni 
showed one of the devices to the committees and reminded everyone that the 
district will be going 1:1 in the middle school next year.  

 
VI. Public Comment:  

Mr. Band, who was tape recording the meeting, asked if the board operating guidelines 
does not require a vote.  Mr. Band was told that the combining of committees, along 
with the list of committee members for the IC will need to be presented at the next 
school board meeting. Mrs. Reilly asked if in general people only get 3 minutes.  She was 
told that due to the number of people that may want to speak at this meeting and the 
time constraints due to the report card presentation that need to begin at 7 pm, we 
were kindly asking people to keep comments to three minutes.  This is not the general 
practice at either SEC or CAC meetings. Jennifer Jones was upset about the combining of 
committees.  Mrs. Marrone commented that the gifted committee was formed as a sub-
committee of curriculum for a specific purpose and will not be meeting again after their 
task is complete unless another reason arises.  The special education committee can be 
structured exactly the same. Dr. Wind explained why the committee was originally set 
up- to keep open communication and continue to work toward a common goal. Mr. 
Yanni added that as we move through curriculum we need to stay focused on the needs 
of all our students.  Mrs. Lawson expressed concerns about not knowing a great deal 
about curriculum if they are combined.  Mrs. Reidy was shocked and hurt as to how it 
was done and that the special education parents are a small group and the ones that 
receive the least amount of attention. Mrs. Lewis asked when do the kids get a voice. Mr. 



Cowell stated that curriculum is the heart and sole of a district, but the special education 
parents are a unique group and they have true concerns.  He was concerned about 
having too many people on the Instructional Committee.  Mr. Lieberman explained the 
importance of inclusion and instruction that meets the needs of all our students moving 
forward.     

 
VII. Meeting was adjourned at 7pm  

  
VIII. A special presentation followed the combined meeting.  Mr. Yanni gave a presentation, 

open to the public, on the new report cards for both the Upper and Lower Elementary 
Schools. A printout copy of the presentation is included with the minutes. 

 

 

 

 


